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Dear Ms. Draper, 



Attached for your consideration is our response to the draft 1992-1997 
National Drug Strategic Plan. 


Mi sallocated Enrohasis/Priorities : We have the utmost concern for what we 
consider misallocated and misplaced emphasis and priorities in the draft 
National Drug Strategic Plan. An undue emphasis seems to be placed upon 
tobacco use drawing attention away from other important issues for which the 
NCADA was established, namely illegal drugs and the problems relating thereto: 

It was accepted that the Campaign would focus primarily on the problems 
associated with those druos which are illegal . At the same time it was 
recognised that there are widespread health and social problems arising 
from the abuse of licit drugs , and that the Campaign would need to 
cover these as well.* 

We urge you to focus upon the "Major Issues" that the NCADA itself.has 
identified as requiring urgent attention. The social issues identified 
include crimes against women, child abuse, violent crimes, rape, incest, the 
breakdown of families in Australia, which truly stem from the use of illegal 
drugs and the abuse of licit drugs - not from the use of tobacco. The current 
draft plan fails to give priority to alleviating these problems. 


1- Campaign document issued following the Special Premiers' Conference, 
Canberra, April 2, 1985, page 1. 
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As you will note below we do have some strong views regarding the substance of 
draft plan, particularly in relation to: 

Juvenile Smoking : The Tobacco Industry in Australia is united in its view 
that children under 18 years of age should not buy or smoke cigarettes and we 
will work closely with any government or community body to enforce this view. 

Passive Smoking : There are epidemiological studies that suggest a weak 
statistical association between ETS exposure (so-called "passive smoking") and 
certain diseases. Statistical associations in general, and even more so in 
weak associations seen in regard to ETS, do not prove causation. In addition, 
these studies do not, as some would suggest, uniformly conclude that ETS 
increases the statistical "risk of disease". For example, regarding lung 
cancer, 80% of these studies are consistent with the conclusion that ETS does 
not cause that disease. The data "supporting" a case that ETS "causes" heart 
disease is weaker still. 

Active Smoking : We acknowledge that active smoking is a risk factor for lung 
cancer. Than acknowledgement is made because of the scientific studies which 
report a statistical association between lung cancer and smoking. Tobacco use 
is one of the most widely discussed health issues of our time, and we believe 
the public is aware of the reported risks of smoking. It is our view that 
informed adults should have the freedom to engage in the pleasurable and 
legitimate pastime of smoking. 

Labelling : The proposals of the Ministerial Council on Drug Strategy ("MCDS") 
to increase the number and size of health warning on cigarette packs are 
unjustified. They are based upon the 1992 CBRC Report which has been 
described as flawed, biased and unreliable by independent experts who have 
reviewed it. We believe the general public has a very high level of awareness 
of the health risks reportedly associated with smoking and it has not been 
proven that implementation of the MCDS proposal with increase at that level of 
awareness. 

Further, the implementation of MCDS proposals would significantly reduce the 
value of our industry's registered trade marks by restricting how these marks 
can be used. This impact is a dangerous precedent for all trade mark owners. 
This is not a "health" issue as it has the potential to greatly effect our 
trading position with other countries. 

We note that the draft plan is still being "worked on" and a final version of 
it will be presented to the MCDS when it meets in early July. 

The Tobacco Institute would like to receive copies of any further drafts as 
they are produced. 

Yours sincerely, 


JEROME MOSTYN 
Executive Director 
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